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exhibit support for a strong national defense 
and limited government. He was an advocate 
for traditional American values based upon the 
U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights, espe-
cially the Second Amendment right to bear 
arms. In addition, Nowels was an active mem-
ber of the Pikes Peak Economics Forum, often 
speaking to and debating area high school 
and college students about the free market 
system and the Constitutional rights of life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

Throughout his life, Nowels was committed 
to serving this great country, whether in the 
Army or defending liberty in his community. I 
mourn his passing, and today ask that we 
honor the life of a true American hero. 

f 

COMMENDING THE SOLDIERS AND 
CIVILIAN PERSONNEL STA-
TIONED AT FORT GORDON 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2009 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the soldiers, civilians, and 
military families stationed at Fort Gordon for 
their service and dedication to the United 
States, and to honor the lineage of Fort Gor-
don as an indispensable communications in-
stallation and training center in our Nation’s 
history. 

Fort Gordon was originally conceived as 
Camp Gordon on October 18, 1941, as an an-
swer to America’s fight in WWII Europe. Camp 
Gordon was home to three Army Divisions— 
the 4th Infantry Division, the 26th Infantry Divi-
sion, and the 10th Armor Division. All served 
with distinction in the liberation of Europe from 
the Nazi tyranny. It was not until March 21, 
1956, that Camp Gordon was given perma-
nent status and renamed Fort Gordon. 

Since that time, Fort Gordon’s soldiers and 
civilians have continuously served with distinc-
tion in Vietnam, Operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm, and in current operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. All the while, the military 
family members were providing support while 
dealing with the hardship of long and often 
times multiple deployment separations. 

In June 1986, the United States Army Sig-
nal Regiment was established and Fort Gor-
don was designated as the home base for the 
regiment. Fort Gordon is home not only to the 
Army’s premier signal training center, but it is 
also home to deploying active and reserve 
Army units. The soldiers in these units take 
the lessons learned from the battlefield in 
order to incorporate the lessons into the signal 
training curriculum and in research and devel-
opment. This functional and technical analysis 
has lead to the development of mobile sub-
scriber equipment, the Army’s communication 
architecture and information mission area, 
which include integration of automation, com-
munications, and visual information. 

Fort Gordon’s role as a communications 
leader was not achieved through individuality 
but through a combined effort of the Army and 
the citizens of Augusta who together have fos-
tered a strong community. Margret Mead said 

it best when referring to the strength of a com-
munity, ‘‘never doubt that a small, group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 
world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever 
has.’’ These committed Augusta citizens were 
and are an essential part of Fort Gordon’s his-
tory that has led to a safer and secure Amer-
ica. 

f 

REIT ENERGY GRANTS 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to introduce the 
‘‘Sustainable Property Grants Act of 2009,’’ 
legislation that would allow real estate invest-
ment trusts (REITs) to fully benefit from the 
energy grants included in the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (the Re-
covery Act). 

Congress created REITs in 1960 to enable 
investors from all walks of life to own profes-
sionally managed, income-producing real es-
tate. REITs combine the capital of many in-
vestors to benefit from a diversified portfolio of 
income-producing real estate, including apart-
ments, health care facilities, hotels, offices and 
warehouses. REITs are required to distribute 
at least 90 percent of their taxable income. 
Most distribute their entire taxable income. 

Buildings represent about 40 percent of all 
energy use and approximately 70 percent of 
all electricity consumption in the United States, 
but REITS, which own 6 billion square feet of 
commercial real estate, cannot currently ac-
cess tax incentives designed to reduce their 
energy use. Providing incentives for REITs to 
engage in energy efficiency projects could sig-
nificantly contribute to achieving our energy 
reduction goals. 

That is why I am introducing legislation 
today to amend the Recovery Act to allow 
REITs to participate fully in the energy grants 
in lieu of tax credits program. 

Section 1603 of the Recovery Act provides 
Energy Grants to companies that invest in 
qualifying renewable energy projects. These 
grants are intended to encourage qualifying in-
vestments by taxpayers whose tax liability is 
not sufficient to benefit from existing energy 
credits. In fact, the Recovery Act Energy 
Grants were designed as a substitute for en-
ergy credits during the current economic 
downturn since many taxpayers have inad-
equate tax liability to use the credits. Despite 
being designed for this purpose, the Energy 
Grants provision in the Recovery Act have 
been interpreted to benefit a REIT only to the 
extent it retains taxable income, which most 
do not. 

This legislation would further existing Con-
gressional policy and promote the greatest 
possible participation in efforts to increase the 
use of renewable energy. REITs would be af-
forded the same economic incentives as other 
property owners to make investments in re-
newable energy projects. With enough critical 
mass, these types of investments should help 
fuel the U.S. economy’s growth, create addi-
tional jobs and, over time, reduce American 
reliance on foreign oil. 

I hope that you will join me in supporting 
this legislation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DAVID COHEN 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to offer my sincere congratulations to my con-
stituent, David Cohen, upon being awarded 
the Dick Steinberg Good Guy Award. This 
honor is given to a Jewish individual who best 
demonstrates the good aspects of sportsman-
ship. 

Like the award’s namesake, David has 
earned the distinction in the sport of football. 
Dick Steinberg was the Vice-President and 
General Manager of the New York Jets for six 
years. He was widely regarded and was one 
of the most respected men in football. As 
Head Coach of the football team at Hofstra 
University, he has exemplified the behavior 
and character that the National Jewish Sports 
Hall of Fame and Museum believes deserves 
to be recognized. 

I hope that he continues to act as a leader 
in our community and carry on the legacy of 
Dick Steinberg. Congratulations to David upon 
this receiving this great honor. 

f 

HONORING HENRY R. MUÑOZ III 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Henry R. Muñoz III, a public 
servant who has dedicated his professional 
career and philanthropic efforts to serving oth-
ers, on the special occasion of his 50th birth-
day. 

Born in San Antonio on December 14, 1959, 
Henry Muñoz has honored us with his vision 
and leadership for decades, benefiting our cit-
ies, state and country. As a longtime friend, I 
know firsthand his track record of service to 
this nation and especially to the great State of 
Texas. 

Throughout his life, Mr. Muñoz has engaged 
in a number of different professions: entre-
preneur, artist, philanthropist, and activist. 
From his appointments to the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, VIA Transit, Smithso-
nian National Board, John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts, Cooper Hewitt Na-
tional Design Museum, and many more, Mr. 
Muñoz has dedicated his passion and efforts 
to raising funds for these prestigious organiza-
tions. Mr. Muñoz has also raised over $5 mil-
lion in student scholarships, allowing young 
leaders in our communities pursue their 
dreams through higher education. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Henry Muñoz III as we cele-
brate his 50th birthday, a life highlighted by 
decades of community service, philanthropy, 
and leadership. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. R. STEPHEN 

BEST 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

Mr. FORBES. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Mr. Steve Best, on the occa-
sion of his retirement as Fire Chief of the 
Chesapeake Fire Department. 

Chief Best’s contributions to the safety and 
health of the City of Chesapeake’s citizens 
cannot be overstated. Chief Best modernized 
and diversified Chesapeake’s fire and emer-
gency personnel services to meet the wide- 
ranging challenges of modern life. 

Chief Best began his fire fighting career as 
a sixteen-year-old volunteer with the Deep 
Creek Volunteer Fire Department. That experi-
ence led to professional firefighting with the 
Chesapeake Fire Department upon graduating 
from high school in 1974. 

Working his way up through the ranks, Best 
worked as Fire Inspector and Fire Marshal for 
Chesapeake. He was promoted to Assistant 
Fire Chief, then Deputy Fire Chief until April 
1998 when he became Chesapeake’s Fire 
Chief and Emergency Services Coordinator. 

Chief Best has ensured the Chesapeake 
Fire Department is able to respond to special-
ized situations involving hazardous materials, 
technical rescues, marine incidents, and foam 
firefighting. He greatly assisted in equipping 
every Chesapeake fire engine and ambulance 
with Advanced Life Support Equipment to 
save precious time in beginning life saving 
procedures. Best’s fire department embodies a 
sense of community by offering programs 
such as child safety seat installations, fire sta-
tion tours, and fire extinguisher training. 

During his professional career, Chief Best 
continued to pursue educational opportunities. 
In addition to an Associate’s Degree in Fire 
Science, a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Governmental Administration, and a Master’s 
Degree in Business Administration, Chief Best 
graduated with a Juris Doctor Degree from the 
Regent University School of Law in May 2008. 

At home, Chief Best and his wife Sheree re-
side in Chesapeake. They are the proud par-
ents of two sons. Chief Best teaches Sunday 
School at Deep Creek United Methodist 
Church and has served in many leadership 
roles on the Church Council. He has also 
served as a board member of the Boys and 
Girls Club of Southeast Virginia, Chesapeake 
Division, the Chesapeake Public School Foun-
dation, and the YMCA Board of Management. 

Chief Best deserves the gratitude of all of 
Chesapeake’s residents for his innumerous 
accomplishments that have improved the qual-
ity of life here. Madam Speaker, please join 
me and the citizens of Chesapeake in offering 
our sincere congratulations to Chief Best on 
his exemplary service and a retirement well 
deserved. 

WALL STREET REFORM AND CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4173) to pro-
vide for financial regulatory reform, to pro-
tect consumers and investors, to enhance 
Federal understanding of insurance issues, to 
regulate the over-the-country derivatives 
markets, and for other purposes: 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Chair, I 
strongly support the Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act and urge my Col-
leagues to vote for this bill. 

I’m proud to chair the Populist Caucus. One 
of our founding principles is to fight for Amer-
ica’s working families. For the past eight 
years, our economic policies have put the in-
terests of Wall Street ahead of Main Street. 
Wall Street and big bank executives exploited 
loopholes and gambled with our money, which 
last year led us into the worst financial crisis 
since the Great Depression. And while some 
big banks continue to accept excessive com-
pensation and bonus packages, America’s 
middle class families are still struggling. 

The firms that received more than $350 bil-
lion in federal TARP funds increased execu-
tive compensation by an average of four per-
cent last year. This is outrageous and unac-
ceptable. This legislation will provide share-
holders of public companies an annual vote on 
executive compensation and help reign in ex-
cessive executive compensation. 

The Wall Street Reform and Consumer Pro-
tection Act will hold Wall Street and big banks 
accountable by ending the practice of ‘‘too-big- 
to-fail,’’ so that America’s taxpayers and mid-
dle class families are never again forced to 
pay off Wall Street’s gambling debts. It will 
manage financial crises by requiring banks 
and other financial institutions worth at least 
$50 billion in assets to foot the bill for any bail-
outs in the future. 

As we rebuild our economy, we must imple-
ment common-sense rules so that big banks 
and Wall Street don’t jeopardize this recovery 
at the expense of hard-working Iowa families. 
This bill protects consumers from predatory 
lending abuses and finally brings transparency 
and accountability to an out-of-control financial 
system. It is about time that we put Main 
Street ahead of Wall Street. Thank you for 
taking up this important legislation. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
Republican Leadership standards, I am sub-
mitting the following information regarding 
projects I received funding for as part of as 
part of the conference report to the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act (H.R. 3288), which 
were not included in House-passed appropria-
tions bills: 

Requesting Member: Congressman VERNON 
J. EHLERS 

Bill Number: H.R. 3288 
Agency: Department of Health & Human 

Services 
Account: Health Resources and Services 

Administration (HRSA)—Health Facilities and 
Services. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Cherry 
Street Health Services 

Address of Requesting Entity: 550 Cherry 
St., SE., Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Description of Request: The bill provides 
$400,000 for Cherry Street Health Services for 
facilities and equipment. Cherry Street (com-
munity health center), Touchstone Innovare 
(mental health services) and ProAction (sub-
stance abuse/mental health treatment) are de-
veloping an integrated care system in which 
patients in need of both mental health and 
physical health care will be involved in an inte-
grated plan of treatment in which both medical 
and mental health professionals from different 
agencies work together in the same office 
space to complete a plan of treatment, a valu-
able use of taxpayer funds. In order to provide 
services to an increased number of patients, 
the three agencies are building a 92,000 sq. ft. 
building that will house the operations of the 
three organizations. The medical, dental and 
vision care equipment requested will be used 
in the operation of a federally qualified health 
center for the treatment of low- income pa-
tients most of whom would otherwise not have 
access to primary health care services. 

Requesting Member: Congressman VERNON 
J. EHLERS 

Bill Number: H.R. 3288 
Agency: Federal Transit Administration 
Account: Buses and Bus Facilities 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: The 

Rapid 
Address of Requesting Entity: 300 Ellsworth 

Ave., SW., Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 
Description of Request: The bill provides 

$1,948,000 for the Rapid’s Wealthy Oper-
ations Center Expansion in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. The funding was requested by the 
Rapid. This project is a valuable use of tax-
payer funds because it will allow the Rapid, 
the region’s largest public transportation serv-
ice, to expand to accommodate growth needs 
over the next 30 years. 

f 

HONORING MS. EDNA FRADY FOR 
HER DECADES OF SERVICE TO 
THE CITY OF FALLS CHURCH, 
VIRGINIA 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Ms. Edna Frady for her 
decades of service to the City of Falls Church, 
Virginia and its people. Moving to Falls Church 
at an early age, Edna has spent virtually her 
entire life in the community she has known 
and loved for over six decades. Through her 
charitable work and civic involvement, Edna, 
or ‘‘Boss’’ as she is known by many, has left 
an indelible mark on the City. 

A tireless community activist, leader, friend, 
and role model, Edna Frady has made a life- 
long commitment to improving the lives of oth-
ers. The list of organizations she has served 
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